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NOTES OF A JOURNEY.
Threugh parts of the Counties of Devon
and Wellington, Tasmania, undertaken |
in 1865, by J. E. CArpER. |
Conformably with instructions, T ex- |
amined much of the country between the
Forth and the l.cven Rivers, catly in 1865,
and immediatcly afterwards made the |
journey from Emu Bay to the village of
Chudleix h, about onel hunidred and thirty
miles.  In this exeursion T necessarily
crossed “several of the rather imperfectly
known estates of the | Van Diemen's . Land
(Gompanvy, then m'.!:(-p‘liexl by the Messicurs |
Field, ne cattle rung, and heg to harnd you |
my (’rigiml nates, w rgtteu at the time, for
publieation in" the *{ Tasmanisn Times" if
apitahle for its columus
fefore making thig journey T visited tle
lain or plaing, benyeen the Leven aud
?’orth rivers, and remained there a few
days, exploring the cquniry round ahout to
geo if there was no mare open land, but [
had not much succees. ‘Ihe principal
plain is very beautiful but small, indeed
equare milé would coyer the whole of it o
even more.  ‘There iga very considerabl
wmntity of excellent land round about
them, lightly timbered (that i for am:‘b
land) which|will prove very useful here-
after. I must, however, own' that I am
romewhat disappointed with the area of
Dooley’s plains, which L.thodght to have
found more considerable. . |
Having travelled |the dreary road be- |
tween the Forth and Deloraine so often as |
to be quite sick of it, ['resolved on return-' |
ing to Launceston b{' way of the Hamp- |
shire and Surrey 1ills, Middlesex plainsand |
(ad's I1ill, and thus ¢seape the monotony 1
of traversing the burth roads of Devon, |
where the - forest seencry soon; becomes |
alaiost & dtenry as Goldsmith's plains of |
Campania, * o wear iwuste,“ indeed and |
almost as intciminableas weary. e ]
"T'o avoid the tediousness of the Mersey |
road. ‘we (that is Dogley und self) turned |

our horres -heads towsrds Kmu Bay, oni
Sunday lnst, where we slept at Wigeman's
Inn, and pughed forward to the Ham shire |
| 1i{lls &c, next day. | The route thithere !
‘ward lay for scveral miles through thick |
scrubs, growing on righ red soil, diversified:
a little at ﬁrst'bg some. -rough  clearings,
and afterwards g\so ¢ handsome plains,

| i Approaching: jeld's Station at Hamp-
‘;B}m':g-lilh,*w ich we reached at  sbout 3
‘o‘ logk p.wm., We emengod o the gloqw
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| Mileboards at every milecn the Toad 2Te

' when we reached * The Hills” at Inst.

set up indicating ‘the ' distances to Einu
Buv.the Hiampehire bills station being
twenly one wilea trom [that place. Here
wo seured the servicesiof A person named
Kettk, as pilot to Surey Hills, which
:}?ccwe leary,d was about sixteen miles

wae late when we gtarted from Hamp-
&i'e Mills, mt.ch too late indead: hut aa
Kctt'e had noldaubt ahgut reaching Surrey
"illy in good fime. we tTisted him and sct
off; but it foll pitch d:‘vk b fore ten miles
of the journey was dope, which made it
very difficult {0 follow the rest of the road,
only jan indistfnet one 1\'m in broad day.

We hud much, trouble in tracing out the
hst six miles, and but for the perseverance
d Ddoley. wonld never have got. over it in
the dark, but|he would not give in, and
ve ctawled op and on | (slowly indeed as
wails) by the|light of Bark torches, which |
he made, tillit was midnight and past, |

Datk as it was our tarches enabled me §
to see that almost every inch of cur route J‘
lay fhrovgh a grassy | country, generally |
woadéd, but seldom serubby. ‘

Tn this nart of our jo1ruey it was,that we
possed the viver Wey, near the old bridge.
with| 'which L nnderstand the wsurniul
nnn‘Lﬁvc of paar Hellyer’s cuiside {4 associ-
ated] | Thesterv of the| death of this old
‘survovor snd explorerf was told me by
Tooléy, but 1 =hall nnt| repeat it I fact |
it w !1 not hear repeating

We reachad  Surrey hills (the head sta- i
tion| pf the Messicurs Field) about mid-
nig d‘. and_soon roused up its, only occu-

!

pant, the wbole staff of | ri/ers being ab-
gent, gathering, on o. flistant part of the
run; | It was two o'clock at least before we
'go;lt bed i
" The sun was very hih before we were
\roady for starting, as hoth oufselves and
n ere pretty well done up with ves<
terday’s ride. We, however, tarried as
little |as potsible, .and were in|the saddle
by about mine o'clock, and then made.n
mov for Middlesex Plains, about twenty-
ight| miles off, We had hardly gorie a
ilelwhen we met Mr Sutherland ‘(the
head!man of the Messicurs Field), accom-
d by their entire staff of renowned
ridérs” who have the reputation of being
hebest. the most fearless and dashing
orsqmen in Tasmanit. They were es- |
ortipg » small herd of wild cattle which
ucy|had captured on their ride home-
ards.
THgse men in travelling from gtation to
dtatign have more tnc appearguce of a
%ttle' colony than ai{mere company of
?ors‘x en. A dray with all theiy bagoare
vllefrs thern wherever) thev go; |and they
ﬁm-. | with them cverything pegessary
for their wants, 'The mare T wag riding
ad thrown a shoe pomewherp hetween
glampshire Hills and [Emu Bay, on ac-
unt of which accident I feared ghe would
falt Jgme before T could reach Chudleigh,
hich wasstill many miles: off,7 where 1
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oped to be able to repair the accident.
ut Hetter luck was irj store fofr me than |
.this. | Mr Sutherland dirceted the Blach. |
smith of the party to do the nepdful thing !

for e on the spot (for 2 rofessional
smith aceompanies them in their wander-

ings){and never was hirse shod quicker or.
etter than mine was [by thig man.. e
ad gll histools with hjm, inclndine about

sackful o §'hoes of )l sizes, ready to fit
ny hors¢ that wanted|his services, 'Now

this operaticn

a8 wdll as need be  There wad no heating
the shoe or burning the horf; the rasp. the
paring knifé and the hammer did every-
thing in a twinkling.

A¢ we were ignorant nf the roate we
had o take, Mr Sutherland kindly al-
lowe(l one of his party to accompany us, a
:un: h, hearty fellow of the name of Webb

ut
Chumsuy.
velled - no further thin
Parl,” seven miles off pnly, as he wanted
us to s e more of thé country than we
could have made owrselvcs ‘acquainted
with| by sticking to the track ; and as this
was ﬁunt the thing for me, I adopted
his iadviee by
Herg we took 1

here jt wasdone in a %\mrtcr the time and

1 of an unt ted

with) our guide. We rode many miles
hither and thither during the Jong after-
n: on, over gently undplafing grass land,
mad¢ up partlv: of plains and partly of

as 2 kample of a most |extensive country,
at present not half stocked. This country
is clgvated, and it is sniT] to rain here more

‘ﬁcq-)\emly than wenal|in Tasmania, and
that| the night
.eertginly  the grass
phrace) was evarywhepe “us green as a
leel: " though in ail other paris of the
novih, it s juse now (53 uyned up and
withered,ns to be almogt Jiterally fivi-ibie,
1 all my bush experifnees T never saw
more kangaroos than |1 did during this
wuy's ride; we started | them everywhire,
and theve wus geldom | o moment  whign
there were Jess than three or f ur in ¢ight
at once, and often cight, ten, or o dozen.
| All next day's ride, | twenty-one miles,
| was over. goo:l graesy land, except where
wecrossed the hill that separates the vale
of Belvoirfiom the Bprrey Hills, where
the ®oil id & coarse sand, producing only
button griasy aud such herbs as are always
agsociated with it. This hill or ridge is
called thg  Bluff.” andlis a grent epur of
the | Barh' Bluff, the rincinnq peak of
which is about fiiteen milcs off, |
Looking back from the Bluff in a north,
northswepterly, and’ south-westerly direc-
tion, the jview is ¢ vely extens{ve, and
the quanltity of grassy|forest and nearly
level land within ro:wg; of the eye, is very
great infecd.  With | the excention *of
Mounts [Pearce, Cattly, Belmont, and
Yulqmin 's Peak, which are isolated hills
in an immenne plain} fthe wholey country
lo ks like an snterminpble lov 1% more
projerly i sea of wentlg undulations reach-
ing ito, gnd perhapg |heyoud, the very
distdnt horizon of e quarters’ above
maued. I did not expeet to sec so much
'.;ruafy anfl exeellent Tapd sslay in view of
the |Bluff, which indepd is little less ox-
tengive than that contained within - the
} of settlement that lies to the
‘of | 8t. Peter's [Pars, and between
Dryls and Miller's Bluffs on the| west, and
Ben{Lomond on the epst; and I gannot
help|thinking ‘that the krown is proprictor

dews

‘of np small partion of it ;. and I am pretty
certsin thnt no work of a more reproduc-
tive | natwrg - will ever| be: undertaken in
Casuis fhau the parfect examination of
rony)| and {gresay wable land, .

open forest, which T believe may be- taken |

are alsn heavy: |
to use a homely |

at an ordinw for
woulfl have 'Elakcn at lepst ten minutes, but |

purting up at the Fark. |

wigwam for the fﬂght, and thén sallied ont |

setter known by| the nick.name ni"
By his udvjce we this day tra- |
¢ Thompson's |

.w‘. ¥ _'tt’a. ity or thy m;

coach ride 1 had yerterlay 1o company
with 3r Field, I took occasion tu enquire
the pumber of cattle he bad there. He
did not! know. but thought ubout ten
thonsand. Such of them as [ saw were
| generally in moor eondition.
’ Crowing the Bluff. we at once descended
into the Vale of Belvoir, which is a com-
“siderable valley, baviog much nearly level
"lard in the hottam, but whereof hardly
19 000 neres are grassy. There were about
" twn hundred of Ficld's esttie in the vale
when we crossed it. At the north enl ot
| this place is o small lake, of very extra-
| ordinary shape, and it is only on the
| margin of this sheet of water that a few
trees are to be found. There is alundanae
of lirae stone protruding through the grass
lands of the valley. It is" thought that
ahout 4,000 sheep could be kept hereabouts,
4nd on the Crown lands between the vale
and the nearest banndary of the Middlesex
Plains block, which we “searched for and
found, ahout four miles from the Vale of
Belvoir. How sheep would stand the
winter here must he left to trial.
Fromherc to Middlesex Plains, T saw
nothing but good feeding land, both in
thenpen  forest 'and on the plaing we
crossed, Ve rcached Middlesex carly in
the aernoon, and ernised abont the
beautjfol grass land of the home paddacks
till dJrk, :
‘ The Messienrs Field have a party of

fencers here, and a8 the wife of oneof them
was poing down to Chudleigh next day,
we aladly accepted her offer to pilot us
| along the Comnany's road, which though
it forma the boundary that separates two
‘ counties likely to be ot mueh importance,
is 8o indistinct in places that a' stranger
would have much diffitulty to find it.

Indeed a few dgys befote ‘our| arrival
at this place, an | unfortunate téllow—a
stranger—made ' | his  appearance  at
Middlesex hut, after having been loat on
this so called rond for seven' days, during
the whole of which time . he was
without food. We left him there in 2
very doubtful condition, between| lifefand
death.

At this place wa taok leave >f onr com~
panion Webb, exdnanging thim for a far
morg extraordinary rider thsn even him,
and he was 2 perfest wonder on horseback §
Dooley and myself were first in the’saddie
ready for an enr]ﬂ start, waicing the com-
pany of our fema'e guide; when forth she
came leading her horse.” which t> our
amazement she mounted astraddle, and
thus roda the whale wavy to Chudleigh
(about thirty-«ix wiles) with an amount
of uneoncern that surprized us notalittle
| and as if deternined that we  shinid lose
o \paqt of thig extraovdinary  feat ot
| horgewomanship, %he rode i front  of us
| almost the whole distance, émnkin{;a dirty §|
little' black  pipe from one - end of the |
| jonrney to' the other. - | |

We continued gn grassy, land| for the
next four miles, when we commenced the
descent into the truly profaund and form-
idable valley of tl{. Forth river, by, a steep

and most, barren!slope ealled tha, Thre~
Mile Rise. We led our horses down and

down and down, Hll T was|quite |sick of

! Aessending, and it reemed 41 1f we were
never going to reach the {qtton ' of thig

abominable: ravipe., “The | river Worth
c"mweﬂ.' we commenced yi’fn v th\i famons
Gad's hill,the aseent from theé stream being
aa Jong and ne’ *1 “hill|lon the

ep as |t

other side, the only differenco  between }
them heing that the il of the eastern rise
ia much better than that of the other. The
table land on the top of Gads® hill (which
is rather indifferent) is three milcs across,
and in the midwav of it is a small vlain
where the Fields have n hut, at which we
were most heartily welecomed, as indecd
is nsnal ot 'all thejr stations, ;

Having expresped a desire to visit a
certain tree on which (s0 Webb told me)
there woa inseribpd a _record connceted
with theyloings of the Van Diemen's Land
Company’s surveyors nearly forty vears
8g0, 01 Mr Wond of the| establishment,
immediately volunteered toiride 6 or 7 miles
to shew it me, himself standing a good
chance of being benighted on his return.
AsitIny off the track at present in use
(namely on the| Company’s old road) T
‘co;}ld never have|found it, if left to my-
self,

The descent to the Marsev, which is
the next river we "crossed,is as long, as bad,
and as wearisom¢ as that; dowan to the
Forth. The rirrer flowd over a bed of
stones s polished by the chafing of cen-
turies, that they are almost as slippery as
ice. A couple of miles further hrought us
“to ¢ Bluck Fleath,” where e turned off to
the tree T wanted to kce. [Tt was
well that T had taken down the words |
orivinal'y inseribed on it, o8 repeated to
me by Webbh (,wﬁn like many others had
reat them over €0 often while legihle, that
he hud them by Heart), for they are now
s indistinet with|age that T could not have
| made them ont isted. . The inscrip-
| tion wes the commencement of 4 rhyming
narrative, that, hpwever, went 1o iurther
than the first verse, either because ghmeth-

ing had oceurred to interrupt the writer, or
that ins;)irntinn‘cFased with 'the. moment
that called it into| activity. = Itran thus:—
¢ Undsrnosth Jiu‘lohy hower, )
“Where I passed my. (}hrilr.mr\s hour,
« Along witi1 those who tohk| the paing,
“To cut the rpad fo Emp Plaing—
C | 18

27."

On reaching Chuadleigh, I named this
little-matter to the landlord of the inn we |/
stayed at, Mr Ianiel ‘Pickett, who had
also read or heard the versel till he like
Webh had- got it by heu‘rt{ | He- assured
me that it was wiritten by|the once well- |
kuown hushranger Britain (whose rigoner |
he himsel had once been),| before Ee tooks
to the bush, and |who, he| told me, had
assist d in openijyx this roa A, )

We pushed an [for Chud.ei};h, throneh a
linie-stone coum} y, but not & very inter~
esting one, passifc th-rourn only one or
two small open||spaces, ape of which is
anlled * Cireulay Pond Marsh." and won!d
muke a nice littly faem. . Soon after this
it grew quite dale, and rained heayily, so
that T had no opportanity lof seeing any-
thing that lay [betweep the List name!
' spot. and Chuﬂ!}gh. I renched [Pelovzine

I

next day, and L unccst«’mk}ic]slertbny.whic_l)
or; 88 1"nTur liye or 8ix

T was not sorry
e o little

days on the sad

rest is always
| weleame. ;
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