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* Australian made

e Comfortable and cool

e | ightweight

e Extremely quick
drying

e Mildew, odour and
soil resistant

e Tough and resilient

¢ Sun protective to
S50+

Chosen by the
Rustralian Army,
Australia’s leading
mining companies
and the Rustralian
Fly Fishing Team

Rvallable in men’s and
women’s sizes from leading
specialist outdoors stores.
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Outdoor Enthusiast
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TRACK h_lm'lzs

Steven Nowakowski explu'rés the cloudy realms
of the Daintree’s highest peak

Sally Goullet, Stuart Worboys and Mark McElroy scrambling over the boulders
on the eastern escarpment of Thornton Peak. Steven Nowakowski

THE DAINTREE RAINFORESTS OF NORTH
Queenstand are regarded as one of the most
biologically diverse places on earth, hence
their World Heritage listing in 1988, As part
of the Wet Tropics World Heritage Area,
Thamton Peak is one of those elusive moun:-
tains that often hides high among the clouds
Only on a remarkably clear winter dav does
the summit unveil itself to the outside world
and it is a sight to behold, Thomton Peak
rises sharply from the summounding lowland
rainforest to a height of 1374 metres

For many years | dreamed of walking up
Thormton Peak, though many factors have
caused me to delay the climb. Information
about access, terrain and water supply was
difficult to obtain and finding someone who
had actually done the walk was difficult
Picking fine weather 1o do an extended walk
in the tropics also contributed to the delay

The Queensland Mational Parks & Wild
life Service discourages walkers from doing
the walk because of the sensitive nature of
vegetation found, pimanly near the summit

Great care is needed not to disturb the high
land mainforest. QNPEWS also emphasise the
rernoteness of the peak, while the unpre
dictable weather conditions can make rescue
attermnpts very difficult. The peak has an aver
age rainfall of about ten metres a year—it is
no wander QNPEWS would prefer people
not to go. Potential walkers: treat the area
with respect and caution; don’t trample, cut
or pick native vegetation as it is unigue, with
most species listed as rare or threatened
Additonally, it 15 a sacred place for the Kuku
Yalanji peaple of the area so respect for the
region must prevail
From the summit the views can be awe

some Lush, lowland rainforest fingers its way
mto meandering mangrove estuaries and
idyllic beaches merge with the Coral Sea. It
s a place where the wet tropical rainforests
meet the fringing coral reefs. Unfortunately,
on our foray the weather closed in at the
loakout overooking the east coast. However
the previous dav had been clear and views
over the western tablelands and Mossman

were breathraking. If the weather is on your
side the walk is a must for those who love
majestic peaks.

When ta_gn

In the tropics the humidity rises sharply when
you' enter the rainforest. This is especially
true in the Daintree region. Walking any
where on the coast of north Queenstand be
tween the months of December and April
guarantees you will et wel. There is also a
high possibility of cyclonic conditions and
horrendous downpours of rain. Creeks and
avers can nse very quickly—Thomton Peak
would not be a good place to be caught out
However, the months of May to August uste
ally have good, clear weather with warm
days laverage temperature 25 C) and coul
nights. This time of year is your best chance
o see the views without being threatened
by heavy downpours

Warnings

Water is available along most of the walk in
the lowland section. A number of creeks are
crossed which Mow perennially. Before the

final ascent to the summit bé sure to Al all
water vessels because there is no water on
the actual climb. This is a very exhausting
section and water stops are needed fre
quently. At the summit camp-site there is
ample water in Hilda Creek, a very large
creek near the top of the mountain

Permits

Permits are compulsory for this walk and
can be obtained from QNMPEWS at Moss

Thornton Peah
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man. Phone (07) 4098 2188, Permits cost
$4.00 a person a night

The walk

The walk starts from the Forest Creek road
in Daintree Village, the first street on the
left after crossing the Daintree River on the
ferry. For the precise location of the begin:
ning of the track, call QNPEWS at Moss-
man on the number above. The ranger will
serd a mud map of the start location. The

wilk starts off gradually, cutting through
sword grass and lowland paper-bark forest
for about half an hour. A QINP&EWS sign is
then reached and the track tums into-a
marked roure. This follows an old logging
track up the range to about 300 metres el
evation—it can be difficult because the route
is. not maintained. Secateurs are essential
for cutting lawyer vine and other growth
from the track. Cvergrown lawyer vine is
dreadful stuff that can cut your clothes to
shreds and is quite common on this walk

The track then follows a plateau through
some beautiful forest for about three hours
| enjoved this section thoroughly as the dif
ferent vegetation types make the walk very
interesting. Glimpses of Thomton Peak can
be seen in the distance through the heath
country. The peak looks as though it is a long
way away—it is. The marked route continues
for about another hour until it comes to a
major creek crossing. Directly beyond this
creek crossing is another; this would be an
ideal place to camp if you didn’t want to
push on to the summit in one day. This
creek is al the base of Thomton Peak and it
is-all uphill from here on.

Be sure to fill water containers before
leaving this creek as the ascent can fake up
to five hours and is extremely tinng, espe-
cially in warm conditions. Arniving at the
top of the western nidge is satisfying with
grand views over the western and southern
honzon. Thomton Peak s clearly visible to
the east. Directly below the western escam
ment 15 the summit campsite beside Hilda
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Grade Hard

Length  Three days

Region  Wet wropics, north
Cueensiand

Nearest town

Daintree Village
Start/finish Forest Creek road
Map Thornton Peak |50 000
Best time May-August
Special points

Cibtain permit from QNPEWS
at Mossman; water avalable
reear summit from Hidda Creek

Creek—only 15-minutes walking from here
From this camp-site the summit of Thomton
Peak is an additional 45 minutes walk up
the eastern nidgeline. €»

Sieve Mowolonsk has busihwialked extensively thiough
mast regons of norh and east Australla. He has just
finsshed his first book on Hnchinbrook |shnd and &
currently working on his. néxt about e Kuku-Yalanj
pecple of the Daintree regéon
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